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General Information:

The purpose of the Crescent City Schools Special Education Advisory Council (CCS SEAC) to
provide advice and feedback regarding special education policies, procedures, and resources and
engage in outreach to the community at large to increase the level of knowledge, support, and
collaboration with respect to special education. The intent of the SEAC is to provide thoughtful
insight in support of students with disabilities.

Council Members:
● Kevin Lapinski, Network Director of Special Education at Crescent City Schools & Chair
● Dr. Jennifer Baudy, Director of Student Support Services at Harriet Tubman Charter School
● Marisa Williams, Director of Student Support Services at Dorothy Height Charter School
● Selrahc Breaux, Parent
● Candice Williams, Parent
● Rena Williams, Parent
● Chelsea Hyche, Parent

SEAC Update:

The Crescent City Schools Special Education Council convened their first meeting on Tuesday,
March 21, 2023 at Harriet Tubman Charter School. The council consists of three parent
representatives of a special education student from each of the schools within the network, the
parent of a student in regular education, two special education staff members, and the council
chair. At the first meeting, council members discussed the purpose of the council and each
member shared their experiences with special education. Members took a tour of the special
education programming at Harriet Tubman Charter School and were able to get their questions
answered by the staff on site.

Members went through school handbooks with a focus on identifying ways to enhance current
systems, policies, and procedures for student with exceptionalities. Parents were inquiring about
disciplinary action when it comes to transportation, access to and support on field trips, and ways



we can inform and educate parents of students with special needs. As a result of that discussion,
members began brainstorming ideas about a Special Education Newsletter, which helped guide
our second convening.

The second SEAC meeting convened for their second meeting on Tuesday, April 25, 2023 at
Dorothy Height Charter School. Members were able to tour the special education program that
Dorothy Height offers, as well as have questions answered by school staff. Our focus for this
meeting was to discuss the proposed outline and rollout for each schools newsletter.

From this discussion, we were able to determine that the goal of the newsletter will be to
highlight things from the schools handbook, inform parents of school staff supports, resources
and important dates, as well as make the IEP Parent Guide so parents are informed and prepared
for their child’s annual meeting. The newsletter will be sent to families every nine weeks,
aligning with Special Education IEP Progress Reports.

At our final SEAC meeting of the 22-23 school year, members were given an example of the
newsletter format and the contents that would make up the first newsletter. It was determined that
the first newsletter should include more school specific information, informing parents of their
students annual IEP date, progress report dates for the upcoming school year, specific staff
members roles and responsibilities, and tips to ensure a successful school year.

We are excited to continue our work as a Special Education Advisory Council in the 2023 - 2024
school year. We look forward to continuing to increase clarity around special education processes
and outlining differences between the various types of supports students can receive.


